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From the publisher:

Bridge with a Perfect Partner, by P. F. Saunders, was published in
1976. Many read and delighted in Saunders’ articles in Bridge
Magazine (UK), and Saunders’ character Wilson, according to the
flyleaf of the book, is “... an austere character, whose scholarly
discourses are enlivened by frequent flashes of mordant wit.” The
anonymous narrator comments, “He is very kind in explaining, when
| go down in a contract, just how | could have made it and, when he
goes down, just how my bidding misled him.” We’ve all played with
partners like that, though few of them have had Wilson’s devastating,
articulate wit. In this sequel, one of the world’s top bridge journalists
takes the reader through a brilliant series of deals, collected from
tournaments all over the world. The style is highly reminiscent of
Sanders’ original and will give its readers just as much pleasure.

Om uzdamerns:

«bpuopx ¢ wupgeanbHbiM napTHepom» 1. ®. CoHgepca 6bin
onybnukosaH B 1976 rogy. MHorne yntanum n BOCXmLannchb CTaTbamm
CoHpepca B XypHane «bpuox» (BenukobputaHus), a nepcoHax
Conpepca YWncoH, cornacHo dop3sauy KHUMM, €CTb «... CYpPOBbIN
XapakTep, YbM Hay4Hble pPaCCYXOEHUS OXUBASKTCA YacTbiMM
BCMbILUKaMM A3BUTENBbHOIO OCTPOYMUS». AHOHMMHbBIN paccKasyuk
KommeHTupyeT: «OH o4eHb nb6e3Ho obbACHAeT, Korga 4
NPOMUrpbIBa0 KOHTPAKT - KaK 1 MOT €ro BbiMrpaTh, a KOrga OH cagutcs
B KOHTpaKTe - Kak MOM 3asiBKW B TOproBne BBENW €ro B
3abnyxgeHve». Mbl BCe wurpanM C TakMMy NapTHeEpaMu, XoTH
HEMHOrMe 13 HUX obnaganu COKPYLUMTENbHBIM KpacHOpevMeMm
YuncoHa. B aTOM npogormkeHuM OAMH U3 ny4wmx B Mupe
XYpHanucToB Nno 6puaKy 3HaKOMUT yntatens ¢ bnecrswen cepven
chay, cobpaHHbIX Ha TypHupax no BceMy Mupy. CTunb O4YeHb
HanomMmuHaeT opurnHan CaHgepca v AOCTaBUT YNTaTensM He MeHbLUe
YAOBOJSbCTBUS.



John Carruthers

From the book (OTpbIBOK U3 KHWUIW):

9. A Tiny Precaution (Kpowe4yHas
npeAoCTOPOXHOCTD)

‘We had an amazing deal at the tournament last week,”
Selby informed me after having returned from a distant event
with hardware and cash. Unlike him, | had a life outside bridge
and work. “May | give it to you as a single-dummy problem?” he
asked.

«Y Hac 6bina noTpsicalowasn caada B TYPHUPE Ha MPOLLISIon
Hegeney», — coobwmn mHe Cenbu, BEpHYBLUNCL C Aanekoro
TypHUpa ¢ obopyaoBaHNEM U HaANUYKoW. B oTnnyme oT Hero, y
MeHs1 BbIna Xun3Hb BHE Bpuaxa n paboTtbl. «Mory nn s gatb Bam
9Ty cAayy Kak 3afiady Ha po3bIrpbIlL?» - CIPOCKUIT OH.

“If you must,” | replied. My experience of Selby’s problems
is that they are designed to showcase my deficiencies as a
declarer or defender.

«Ecrim Tl  pgomxkeH», — oTtBetMn A. Mowm onbIT
noackasbiBan, 4to npobnembl Cenbu npegHasHayeHbl Ons
TOro, 4toObl NPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATbL MOW HEeOOCTaTKM Kak
pasbIrpbIBaOLLIENO UM BUCTYHOLLETO.
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I. Roman Key-Card Blackwood
2. 2 key cards and the queen of diamonds

1. Roman Key-Card Blackwood
2. 2 Kno4eBbIX KapTbl 1 ¢4

Selby set the stage. “l was South. Playing four-card majors
and strong notrumps, | took a slight chance that North would not
have three low clubs on the auction; or if he did, that his hearts
might provide discards, or that | could organize some sort of
squeeze. The opponents’ spades appeared to be six-three, thus
North rated to have three of them as well. With his eight, nine or
ten red cards, that did not leave room for more than two clubs,



perhaps fewer. | thought that keeping my club suit hidden in the
auction might also play to my advantage.”

Cenbu npegbssun packnag. «A ©6ein KOrom.  Wrpas
YyeTblpexKapToOYHble Maxopbl W CcUnbHbIM BK, s HemHoro
PUCKHYN, 4TO y Hopaa no ToproBne He OyaeT Tpex Menkux
Tped; nnun ecnu Bcé xe byayT, TO ero Yepsa NO3BONUT cAenaTtb
CHOCbI, UNN YTOObI 1 MOI OpraHNM3oBaTb KakoW-HMOyOb CKBU3.
MKn conepHuka okKasanucb LeCTb-TpU, Takum obpasom, Yy
Hopaa Toxe 6bino tpyu nukn. C ero BOCEMbIO, OEBATLIO UMK
OECATbIO KpacCHbIMW KapTaMu 3TO He OCTaBfsano MecTa
Bonblle, Yem ABYM Tpedam, a MOXET U MeHbLle. A nogyman,
4YTO Henokas Moen Tpedbl B TOProBrie TakkKe MOXET cbirpatb
MHE Ha pYKy».

“‘West leads the seven of spades. Over to you, maestro.”
Irony was not Selby’s strong suit.

- 3anag atakyeT cemepkon nuk. Baw xon, maactpo, - poHus
He Oblna cunbHom ctopoHon Cenbu.

| could see at a glance that if the trumps were two-one, |
could ruff two clubs in the dummy and discard one on a high
heart. I'd still be okay if West had all three trumps, since
dummy’s queen of diamonds would be in an overruff position. |
could, in that case, take the ace and king of diamonds before
playing on clubs. It could not hurt to play a high diamond from
hand to test the trump layout.

S MOMeHTanbHO yBMAEn, YTO eCnu Ko3blpu nernu gpa-
OAVH, TO 51 Mory youtb aBe Tpedbl Ha CTone U COpPoOCUTb OAHY
Ha cTapLuyto YepBy. A Bce elle 6bin B nopsiake, ecnu 6bl gaxe
y 3anaga okasanucb Bce TpuM KO3bIps, Tak kak 6ybHOoBas gama
ctona 6bina nepebutkon. B Takom cnydae s mor 66l oTobpaTh
Ty3a n kopons OybeH, npexage yem wurpatb Tpedon. He
nomewano 6bl cbirpaTb C pyku crapwen 6ybHon, 4TOobbI



NPOBEPUTb packnan Ko3blpeun.

| said as much. “l win with the ace of spades and lead a
diamond to the ace.”

A Tak u ckasan: - bepy Tysom nuk u urpato 6y6HOM K Ty3y.

“I regret to say you are down one,” Selby replied instantly,
exaggerating his sadness slightly. “Usually, you go down a little
more slowly than that. Look at the full deal...”

- C coxxaneHnem gormkeH ckasaTtb, YTO Bbl cenvn 6e3 ogHow,
— MrHOBeHHO oTBeTun Cenbu, HEMHOro NpeyBenuynMB CBOHO
nedyanb: - OObIMHO Bbl caguTeECb HEMHOro MeasieHHee.
CmoTpuTe NonHyto caavy...
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“You can now see all 52 cards. Does that help?” Selby
asked.

- Tenepb Bbl BUAnUTE BCe 52 kapThl. [Tomorno? - cnpocun



Cenow.

| had to confess that it did not. “Not really,” | answered. I
need to draw all the trumps to prevent East from trumping a
club. Then I can play the top clubs and ruff one in the dummy,
come back to hand with a spade ruff and run my diamonds.
West will be forced to unguard hearts to keep a club winner, but
East can then take over as guardian of the heart suit. It looks
like the contract cannot be made.” “Perhaps it cannot be made
by you,” Selby retorted, “but | assure you it is cold.”

Mpuwnock NpusHaTbCs, YTO HET. — He coBceM, — OTBETUI
S: - MHe HYXHO CTSIHYTb BCe KO3blpW, 4TOObI BocTok He cmor
nepebutb Tpedy. Toraa g9 Mory cbirpatb CTapwMmMmmn Tpedamm n
ybuTb OHY Ha CTOne, BEPHYTLCS B PYKY YOUTKOM NUKU N UrpaTb
cBomn B6ybHamu. 3anag OyaeT BbIHYXXOEH CHOCUTb YepBy,
4YTOObI COXPaHUTb TPeOBYIO B3ATKY, HO Toraa BocTok cmoxeT
COXpaHuUTb YepBy. MNMoxoxe, KOHTPaKT He BbIMrPbIBAETCS».

«B03MOXHO, Bbl HE CMOXETe ero BbiurpaTb, — BO3pasun
Cenbun, — Ho yBepsto Bac, OH HEOUTbINY.

| sighed. “Please explain,” | said wearily.

A B3goxHyn. — lNoxanyncra, 06bssCHUTE, — ycTano ckasan

“You had a glimpse of the truth when you mentioned the
impossibility of a squeeze on West. You just got it backwards. It
is indeed possible, even necessary to squeeze West. Watch:
win the first trick with the ace of spades and ruff a spade. This
is the key play of the deal. Then play the ace of diamonds, as
you suggested, to test that layout. West shows out, discarding
a spade, so you play a diamond to the queen, and ruff another
spade. Cash the king of diamonds. Look what is about to
happen.”

«Y Bac Obin Npobneck UCTUHLI, KOraa Bbl YNOMSHYN O
HEeBO3MOXHOCTU NPOoCcKBU3oBaTh 3anan. Bl NpocTo NoHANM BCé
HaobopoT. [JenCcTBUTENbHO MOXHO, AaXe HY)XHO CKBU3OBaTb



3anag. CmoTpuTte: BbirpanTe NepByo B3ATKY NMUKOBLIM Ty30M
n ybente nuky. ATO KNOYEBON MOMEHT cAayun. 3aTem cohirpante
OyO6HOBbIM TY30M, Kak Bbl MNpeanoXxunu, 4tobbl nNpoBepuTb
packnag 6ybHy. YacT nokasbiBaeT peHOHC, cOpacbkiBas MUKy,
TaK YTo Bbl Urpaete gamon 6ybeH n 6bETe CrneayoLLyro NuUKy.
Urpaete koponém O6y6eH. CmoTpute, 4TO NPOUCXOAUT
Tenepb...»
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“‘West is to play to the sixth trick on the king of diamonds. If
he discards a heart, three rounds of that suit sets up a long card
in the dummy, with a club ruff as the entry. If he discards a club,
one ruff sets up the suit with a heart ruff as the entry.”

«3anag OormkeH caenaTtb CHOC B LLUECTON B3ATKE Ha KOPOns
O6ybeH. Ecnu oH cbpacbiBaeT 4epBy, TpU Kpyra uyepseu
obpasyloT B3ATKY Ha YETBEPTYIO YepBy cToNa ¢ youtkon Tped
B KadecTBe Bxoga. Ecnu oH oTkasbiBaeTcs OT Tpedbl, 0gHa
ybutka otpabaTbiBaeT Tpedy C yOUTKOM YepBbl B KadecTBe



BXo4ay.
“You are correct - that is a fantastic deal.”
— Bbl npaBbl — 9T0 haHTacTMyeckasa cgava.

“Declarer needs to take the precaution of trumping a spade
at trick two. It is a move that cannot possibly cost and, as here,
it reduces West’s flexibility in discarding. It's very difficult for an
ordinary player to see the necessity of the spade ruff at trick two
but, without taking that precaution, the grand slam cannot be
made,” Selby expounded. “Then when trumps turn out to be
three-zero, a second spade ruff is necessary as well. By ruffing
two spades, you reduce West’s ability to discard from that suit.”

«PasbirpbiBatoLmm DOIMKEH NPUHATb Mepbl
NpegoCTOPOXKHOCTN N YOUTL MUKY KO3bIpEM BO BTOPOM B3SATKE.
OTO X0[4, KOTOpbIN HE MOXET CTOUTb LEHEr, W, KaK 30eCb, OH
CHWKaeT rmbkocTb 3anaga npu cHocax. OBblMHOMY WrPOKY
OYEeHb TPYAHO MOHATb HEO6XOAMMOCTb MUKOBOM YOUTKM BO
BTOPOM B3ATKe, HO 0e3 3TOM NPeaoCTOPOXHOCTU Henb3s
BbINONHUTL Bonblwon wnem», — nodcHun Cenbu. «3aTewm,
Korga Ko3blpy OKasblBalTCs TpU-HOMb, Heobxoauma elle u
BTOpas yOuTkM nukn. YOmB [OBe MUKW, Bbl YMEHbLUUTE
BO3MOXXHOCTb 3anaga aenatb CHOCbI B 3TOW MacTu».

“There are other slightly different sequences of plays that
are successful, but they all have in common ruffing dummy’s
two low spades and trump-squeezing West. Had you noticed
that leading a low heart kills the grand slam?”

«EcTb 1 gpyrue, HeMHoOro oTnuyarowmecs gpyr ot gpyra
nocrnenoBaTeNibHOCTN YCMNELLHbIX PO3bIrpbillen, HO Y BCEX Y HUX
eCTb 0bLUMe YepTbl: yOMTKa ABYX MESKUX MUK U KO3bIPHOW CKBU3
3anaga. Bbl 3ameTunu, 4TO aTtaka MEeNnKoOW 4YepBOW cakaeT
Bonbwon wnem?»

| had not. But at least | knew I'd been elevated to ‘ordinary’
in Selby’s estimation.

A He 3ameTun. Ho, no kpanHen mepe, 9 3Har, 4To No OLEHKEe



Cenbu a ctan «0bbIYHbIMY.
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